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Introduction

Democracy had its origin in Rome, primeval Greece and both South and North America and has gained roots nearly all over the entire world and states become efficient and effective in there responsibilities if they utilize this concept. I will therefore discuss in this paper the aspect of democracy in America and the types of democracy that is direct and indirect types and point out the one used in this country particularly in California State. I will also proceed to highlight both democratic and undemocratic issues in America.

Definition of democracy

Democracy is simply defined as government by the people for the people. Essentially it illustrates small units of interrelated structures of administration. Research indicates that the primary characteristics of democracy comprise of administrations founded on popular rule, open and just elections, safeguarding political/opinionated minorities, high opinion of fundamental human privileges/rights, and impartiality before rule of law, and opinionated pluralism. (Anthony, 1957)
Direct Democracy

This is the practice of democracy which provides an opportunity to the citizens of a particular country to be involved in decision making process directly without depending on legislative bodies who act as there representatives. Many scholars argue that this kind of democracy is a feeble structure commonly practiced by comparatively small societies. This type of democracy is not only about the issue of voting but also includes referendum. According to the research I conducted, California state practices this direct democracy as witnessed through the making of decisions using referendum style, for example in the year 1998 the citizens of California who numbered twenty million engaged in referendum. (Markoff, 1996)

Indirect democracy

Unlike direct democracy representatives or intermediaries of the citizens of a state or nation play a key role in decision making process. These intermediaries are usually elected by the citizens and they have the duty to protect the interest of the electorate because they have the mandate to do so. This kind of democracy has led to the practice of what is termed as representative democracy whereby the citizens elect administration executives who formulate decisions that will represent the interest of those citizens. Representative democratic system is a type of indirect parliamentary government whereby such officials or intermediaries are democratically elected and typically complicated to recall them if they do not carry their duties as required. This form is usually based on a principle called Edmund Burkes which declares that the intermediaries selected should carry their duties based on the sense of what is right and wrong. (Joseph, 1950)

Views of various scholars on American democracy

There are many people who expressed different views about democracy and include the following: Robert A. Dahl who looked at the fundamental suppositions of democratic hypothesis, experiment them in opposition to the enquiries put forward by it opponents and build the concept of democratic system in to fresh and rational whole. Dahl deduces that there are various directions that democratic system has to move if superior autonomous countries are to subsist. (Dahl, 1989)
Alexis de Tocqueville also had reflective outcomes regarding the theory of democratic organization. Alexi’s ideas emphasized on the issue of equality being an important ingredient to democracy; he further argues that without equality crime cases will rise. He also emphasizes on sovereignty or autonomy of states and also points out the importance of public opinion as the other key ingredients to achieving democracy. Another contributor is Jane Mansbridge who believed on democratic process and she dedicated her political opinions on democracy and equality in America. She argues that equality must prevail in order to achieve justice and only through democratic means that this equality can be realized. Thomas Marshall contributed to democracy in America by working to changing the existing laws then to that rules which embraced democracy for example he worked on voting rights among others. He also emphasized the issue of equality and he said that it propelled the country in the direct direction that is being democratic. He also worked tirelessly in reinforcing substantive egalitarianism in America by guaranteeing that sparkling method of checks and equilibriums among the three divisions of administration put forward in the American constitution was functioning. On his part Richard Hofstadter proposed that both anti-intellectualism and utilitarianism are outcomes experienced faced on the road to democratization of information or knowledge. Hofstadter preliminary worry of function of the institution of higher education and the scholars in the community developed into an influential appraisal of the current principle of learning and the position of civic education in America. (Johansen, 1996)

What is democratic about American Government?

First the American constitution always allows the citizens to elect their representatives through the electoral process that is voting. The other aspect that makes America democratic is the issue of allowing factors of production to move freely that is capitalism system of government whereby individuals are allowed to invest and maximize on their returns without much restriction instead the government protects them from stiff competition from large multinational firms. Since democracy is also associated with low inflation in an economy America is therefore democratic in the sense that the rate of inflation is low and sustainable and thus the general prices of goods and services are affordable to the citizens. Also the issue of globalization plays an important role in attaining democracy. The economic and political linkages involving the migration of money, products, and people across national boundaries together with ideas and values have increased the pace of change, ambiguity, uncertainty, and unpredictability.
America has attracted and allowed several multinational companies to establish their business empires in America without discriminating them. Another key aspect of democratic practice in America is that of education whereby each and every American citizen is entitled to education which is quality. Also the provision of medical facilities to the citizens of America illustrates that democracy can strive the country good development. There is also the issue of allowing foreigners to settle in the U.S and the country is recorded to be giving these foreigners jobs and involving them in decision making process. (Johansen, Donald, Grinde, and Barbara, 1996)

What is undemocratic about American Government?

Many critics believe that American democracy is in danger and there are some practices that are viewed to be retrogressive and undemocratic in nature. For example, research shows that there is the issue of prisoners being tortured in American jails an issue which has much concerned all over the world. Also the gap among the poor and rich in America has continued to rise despite efforts the government has put in place such as solving the issue of low income earnings. Many scholars argue that the government is only rhetorical and they don’t implement their formulated policies. Also the passing of key decisions in senate has been questioned for example Senator Robert Byrd asked why the representatives was absent when laws concerning invasion of Iraq was being passed; most senators ignored the debate and they only ratified decisions that they did not access the repercussions to America. There was also the issue of alleged rigging of elections by President Bush in California state when the votes was not accounted for and the reason still being unknown to many. Even though internet access is considered to be highly developed in America, it is not a good media of communication unlike the television which many Americans get accessed to and it is reported that most of them spend four and half hours a day watching television programmes. The American government should ensure that its citizens should get access to internet in order to make informed choices. (Inoguchi, Edward, and John, 1998)

Conclusion

In my own opinion the best democratic system that America should utilize is that of direct democracy because citizens will have more say in the decision making process. 

With such a system there will be considerable equal development for all American states. I strongly believe that with such a system of governing and a detailed constitution providing for good democratic institutions the dream of achieving success in leadership in the United States will be realized and all the states involved will be satisfied and ready to work together. However, before the enactment of the new constitution, an extensive research and consultation regarding to provisions to be made should be done across member countries to avoid further conflicts that may threaten the chances of the success of the enhancing democracy in America. There are several contributors to American democracy and we cannot exhaust in this paper; therefore I have only pointed out few individuals who had impact on democratic processes in America. 
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